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WHAT IS APPLY TEXAS?

•Apply Texas was created to provide a centralized means 
for both Texas and Non-Texas students to apply to various 
institutions available in our state.

•www.applytexas.org

•Applications open on August 1st each year

•You are not committing to anything, just giving yourself 
options

http://www.applytexas.org/


WHAT YOU NEED

• Your Social Security # (your HS counselor may be able to get this for you)

• You must be able to verify your email address

• Knowledge of parent’s educational background

• Accurately state if you do/don’t have college credits
• Dual Credit students still enter as “Freshman”

• WRITE DOWN your log in information



If you’ve logged in 
before

START HERE – First 
time to log in



1st 2nd



WHO TO SEND YOUR APPLICATION TO

• Start with a local 2 year college
• Temple College, TSTC, Blinn, ACC, etc.

• A four year university 
• Texas State, UTSA, SHSU, Tarelton, Texas Tech, etc.

• Your dream school
• UT, A&M, Baylor, etc.

Temple College application is FREE 
and does NOT require an essay. Start 
with that application and all your 
entered information will auto fill in 
your other applications. You may have 
to log in multiple times before an 
application for a 4-yr university is 
ready to be submitted.



Choose Fall 2023 
unless you plan to 
take summer classes

Select a major.
If you don’t see 
exactly what you 
want choose 
something close. 
This can be 
changed once 
you get to the 
school.





IIf a class on your HS transcript will 
count for college credit, choose yes.



Did either of your parents go to college?







If you get confetti, you 
successfully submitted 
your application



WHAT IS THE FAFSA?

• FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID
• The first step in applying for financial aid

• A snapshot of your family’s financial situation

• Helps determine your eligibility for most federal and state aid

• Each FAFSA covers ONE academic year

• Always Free

• Opens October 1st every year



HOW IS YOUR FAFSA AWARD DETERMINED?

• Cost of attendance (COA)

• Expected family contribution (EFC)

• Financial need



What Is Cost of Attendance (COA)?

Tuition and fees

Room and board

Books and supplies

Transportation

Miscellaneous personal expenses







TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID

Scholarships

GrantsWork-Study 
Employment

Loans

Gift Aid
Self-Help 

Aid

- Subsidized
- Unsubsidized



SOURCES OF FINANCIAL AID

Federal 
Government

States

College and 
Universities

Private 
Sources

Employers



Website: https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

FAFSA ON THE WEB (FOTW)

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


FSA ID

• www.studentaid.gov



WHAT IS AN FSA ID?
• Federal Student Aid Identification

• Your electronic signature

• Username and password

• Student and one parent will each create 
their own

• Will be used each year to renew your 
FAFSA

• Use your personal email account





WHAT YOU NEED

• Your (and/or your parent’s) 2021 tax information – FAFSA always asks about 
income earned TWO YEARS prior to the year you’ll be receiving financial aid

• If you’re a dependent student your parent(s) will also need to supply
• Month and year of their marriage, separation, or divorce

• New worth of current investments

• Other income, including untaxed

• Housing, food, or other allowances received

• Total child support received/paid in 2021



HELPFUL FAFSA TIPS

• Accuracy is important
• Use no punctuation when entering your  name – only a hyphen if there’s one of your 

Social Security or Permanent Resident Card

• If you’re not currently living with a parent or legal guardian and you are 
homeless, or self-supporting and at risk at being homeless, provide

• The mailing address of a relative or friend OR

• The address at one of the offices at the college you plan to attend (ask the school first)

• Even if you have Dual Credit or AP credits, you are still a 1st year college 
student 



DEPENDENT STUDENTS: WHICH PARENT?

2021



IRS DATA RETRIEVAL TOOL (DRT) 
• Allows for certain tax return information to be transferred from the IRS 

database
• Information must be entered EXACTLY as it was when filing taxes

• Participation is voluntary and student chooses whether to transfer 
data to FOTW

• IRS will authenticate taxpayer’s identity

• If tax record is found, IRS transfers information to populate the FAFSA

• Reduces documents requested by financial aid office



FREQUENT FAFSA ERRORS

• Social Security Numbers
• Divorced/widowed/remarried parental information
• Income earned by parent/stepparent
• Untaxed income
• U.S. income taxes paid 
• Household size
• Number of household members in college
• Real estate and investment net worth



MAKING CORRECTIONS
If necessary, corrections to FAFSA data may be made by: 

• Using FAFSA on the Web, if student has a FSA ID;

• Updating paper SAR; or 

• Submitting documentation to college’s financial aid 
office.



CONFIRMATION PAGE
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